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Preface

Thank you for choosing this outline to help you understand Property. In writing this book, we have tried 
to teach on paper. Recognizing that people learn in different ways, we offer some suggestions about the 
various ways you might use this book.

• You could read the portions of this book that are relevant to your assigned reading after you 
have read the assigned reading. This is our recommended approach. If you first try to extract the 
rules and principles from the assigned reading, you will have an opportunity to compare your 
understanding with the explanations in this book. To the extent that your assigned reading leaves 
you confused, this outline may clarify matters and assist with the refinement of your own notes 
and outline.

• You could read the relevant part of this outline before your assigned reading. This will enable you 
to see quickly what’s important in your reading. On occasions when you are pressed for time, this 
may be a better option than the first choice. It will be important that you still read your textbook 
material with a critical eye, learning how to originally extract understanding from case material 
which can only come from giving the textbook reading serious effort.

• You could read only the outline and skip your assigned reading. This is not recommended; taking 
that approach would short-change yourself. You are paying a lot of money for a legal education; 
get the most for your money. There is a reason you have assigned reading. Now, after lecturing 
you about what you should do for your own good, we recognize that there are times when you are 
in a bind, and you simply don’t have time before class to do the reading. In that case, reading the 
outline is better than nothing. You will have a bare-bones grasp of the issues and principles, and 
that will help you to derive some value from class. But go back and do the reading.

• You could use the outline as a study aid to help you organize your notes in preparation for the 
exam. This is a good idea, but it is wise to customize your own outline with elements from this 
ELO and with things that are specific to your own Property course. Course coverage in Property 
varies considerably. This outline covers the field of Property as it is commonly taught, but some 
professors cover less than this entire book, and some may include special or exotic items not 
covered much in this book. Be alert to the specific content of your course in using this outline. Be 
especially alert that some things in this ELO will not be covered in your course and you neither 
want to divert attention from what will actually be tested while studying and you usually will not 
want to discuss things on an exam that were not covered in your course.

• You could use this outline as an organizational guide in preparing your own outline for your own 
course. If you have the time, preparing your own outline is a great way to understand what you 
know and what you don’t know. When you encounter things you don’t know, consult this book and 
your notes.

This book has a number of tools to help you. The Casebook Correlation Chart connects the relevant 
pages of this book with the same topics in the Ninth Edition of Dukeminier, Krier, Alexander, Schill, and 
Strahilevitz. The Capsule Summary condenses the essence of this outline into a very concise format that 
may serve to refresh your recollection about a much larger set of knowledge. It could be very useful in 
exam preparation as a last-minute mental review of all you know. The Exam Questions — including Essay 
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Questions, Multiple-Choice Questions, and Discussion Questions — enable you to gain some sense of 
what sort of questions you are likely to encounter and give you some practice in thinking through these 
things before it counts. The Exam Tips give you some guidance on what sorts of things are commonly 
asked by professors on exams. The Study Tips provide alerts in some areas where we wish to identify 
themes that are important to understand across a number of subjects within property law, or where we are 
identifying ways to deal with sections of material that students regularly find difficult or that are prone to 
misunderstanding.

We hope this book is of great help to you. Enjoy Property. If you have ideas for improvement, suggestions, 
criticisms, or just want to communicate with Professor Kochan, please feel free to send him an e-mail at 
kochan@chapman.edu.

Donald J. Kochan

October 2018

(Adapted from the Preface to the Seventh Edition by Calvin Massey)




